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“En hoexkens ende Boexkens.” 

“Clear Round,” by E. A. Gordon (Sampson, Low, Marston & 

Here we have an old friend with a new face. Many readers will ljk e t °” 
the extremely interesting work which came out in the Parents' R e ^ 
published as a handsome presentation volume, with some fascinat'^ 
pictures, much additional matter, and a valuable index. We have sel 1 
met with a volume in which so many things pleasant to know strike the m 
on turning over the leaves. If a child were able to write down his im ^ 
sions of new places and peoples, we should have the sort of naive freshne^ 
we find here. Eveiy page is suggestive. “ Send the child you love ona 
journey ” — Japanese proverb. ‘“Can do’ is the Chinaman’s motto” 

“ Human eyes look down from Heaven : do nothing sinful.” Such as those 
are the seeds of thought scattered freely throughout the volume. To say that 
“ Clear Round ” is the record of a three months’ journey round the world 
via Canada, Japan, and China, indicates both the strength and the weak- 
ness of the work. None are so vivid as first impressions, and the new 
experiences presented to a cultivated mind, prepared by thought and 
reading to look below the surface, are apt to be “eye opening” and 
suggestne. It w'ould be a mistake to look for a profound and intimate 
" 3nCe W ' th thC ^ h ° le ° f thc countries here described, or even for 
ennmrh^ 3 ^ 013 ^ ' n m ’ nor detads - The writer remained nowhere long 
Drodnrin 7 Tv w lm P ress ’ ons to grow stale, and she has succeeded in 
which shnna •* U ’ an ^ s y m P at hetic series of vignettes of many lands, 

a sense of P mSP ' re y ° Ung pe ° ple n0t onl y with a love of travel, but with 
book for ^ common brotherhood of all men. “ Clear Round,” isacapital 

remember it°^ S l an t0 an ^ a ^ e ’ anc * we ^°P e our readers will 

“ Sm. Thl 1" "" y bu >' ,hdr bir,hda r a "<l Christmas presents. 

Road, Le»ishaml ’ t", Ed " ca, ' on >” hy S. A. Miller, ( 6 rf., Steam Press, L« 

that it is an an i- lh ' S IS a very su ggestive little book ; none the less so 

half ‘he little h P " 3tl0n ° f Mn Ruskin ’ s theories of education ; indeed, 
,ie nt tle book cons sic n r ^n: ..... . 


♦he littlo k i . ttusKin s theories of education; inaeec 

He re we have th° *: 0nsis,s of telling: extracts from “ Fors lavigera. 
education anrl “■ " ays . fascinating history of little Agnes and 

Hr i e ., . _ is a wise educator ...... I — .. .. . 1. 1 .. ... non; 


her 

from 


education, and that ;c , - T g nistory oi little Agnes am 

this story of thn pk i & ? ISC educa t° r who can learn nothing new 
“ Wisdom for the Child, 

dedicated to Fait, ° U . ag ’ hy the same author, is a pamphk’ 1 

“ Foundation Thoul?’ „ M ° t 1 hers and Teachers. Part I. deals with 
We have chapters ™’ tv and Part IL > with the building up of character, 
everyday virtues. Dlgnity ’ Purity, Intelligence, Kindliness, and other 
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“ Moral Lessons for Girls in Elementary Srfc 77, 
is full of wise and kindly advice to girls <• t,°. S ’ 2 (the same author), 
and think for ourselves about these things * - S g0od for us a " to notice 
account by observing how it was that thev h ” g 6Ven accidents t0 g°°d 
to avoid the same mistakes in future.” J na ppened, and remembering 

Let us especially recommend “ Four V-k. 
do ; a, To be ; 3, To know; 4, To have) and' “p / f ° r Girls ” (*> To 
the Young,” simple little treatises, thoughtful J° undat,on Thoughts for 
fruit if put into the hands of young- neonfo tu W1Se ’ which should bear 
that boys and girls will read them, and younV ^ f° freshly written 

gestive thoughts on the problems of life put before ke ? n l ° have sug ' 
realize it or not, “ the thoughts of youth are fon<r 1 1<0r whether we 

One other little book by Miss Mffler and Z*’ 1°°* t J h ° Ughts -” 

Great Empires ” is meant to help children to lavhokT mi? 6 ' • The F ' VC 

ancient history. It should be useful asanatt/ ° ^ mam factS of 
in some degree of chronological order, in an eaTy style^ ^ faCtS 

Dear Editor, -Insisting in the Westminster Gazette of June 27 th 
on the importance of teaching by the eye and not by the ear Mr Grant 
Allen points out that this is exactly what is not done, even ’in the case 
of natural science where this method is essential. In fact it is too much 
trouble. N ot what is best to learn, but what is least trouble to teach 
in great squads to boys, forms the staple of our English education. They 
call it ‘education’ I observe in the papers, and I suppose we must fall 
in with that whim of the profession.’ * He considers also that people 
attach too much importance to a linguistic education, either Latin and 
Greek (“ quaint and grotesque survivals of the dark ages”) on the one hand, 
or modern languages on the other. And yet it is impossible for anyone 
among us to do otherwise than acquiesce because “ the better education, 
though admittedly more valuable, is now and here the inlet to nothing, 
hvery door is barred with examinations, and opens but to the golden key of 
the crammer. Not what is of most real use in life, but what ‘pays best’ 
in examinations is the test of desirability.” Meanwhile girls are beginning 
to know more of what is really worth knowing than their public-school- 
bred brothers. He concludes with the exclamation “What a misfortune 
it is that we should thus be compelled to let our boys’ schooling interfere 
with or prevent their education ! ” A writer in the New Review takes 
rouch the same view. 

In this month’s Contemporary the Rt. Hon. James Bryce, M.P. puts 
in a plea for the teaching of Civic Duty in schools. The habits he would 
desire to see implanted in them are three : “ To strive to know what is best 


for 


in 111^*1. 

— one’s country as a whole ; to place one’s country’s interest, when one 
knows it, above party feeling, or class feeling, or any other sectional passion 
or motive ; to be willing to take trouble, personal and even tedious trouble, 
I°r the welbgoverning of every public community one belongs to, e it a 
township or parish, a w’ard or a city, or the nation as a whole. And the 
methods of forming these habits are two, methods which of course cannot 
be distinguished, but must go hand in hand— the giving o n0 'J » 
regarding the institutions of the country-knowledge sufficient 


books. 


474 ______ 

7^re°» joi7i" .'e.vin S it.” >» the April number of this 
h P referred to “Plutarch’s Lives” as useful in this connection. } U 
T he Spectator of July ist, in reviewing a book on “ British Birds’ Egg s 
sivs- " Oology is a science, we must confess, with which we have th 
very smallest sympathy. The killing of adult creatures which are rare i 
a barbarism to which the conscience of this country is gradually wakW 
up and which will probably be stopped a year or two after the extinction of 
everything charming and curious in the English fauna. But this slaughter 
of the creature is as child’s play to the destruction of the potentialities of 
life involved in the robbing of nests— a practice which is already recognized 
within certain limits, as a crime by the laws of Holland. The collecting 0 f 
eggs, if carried out with decency, and if only one specimen is taken very 
quietly from the nest, may do little harm ; but we are strongly opposed to 
the encouragement of children to "collect” objects of this nature. A 
large school brought up on the latest principles, with the collecting mania 
well nourished by injudicious semi-scientific tutors, will make a wilderness 
for ten miles round it in a single term. There is no good element in this 
reckless and greedy destruction. Little is to be learned from the very 
slight and unobtrusive differences in the marking of eggs, and what there 
is may be left to professional men of science.” This warning is worthy of 
attention, and should be applied also to ferns and other wild plants, which 
are often wastefully torn up by the roots. 

Pater Tunior. 


Pater Junior. 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

V h ‘ Editor to not responsible for tbe opinions of Correspondent ,: ] 

Dear Editor,— Some of the readers of the Parent P aw. 
not have seen a little book entitled "Mothers and Sons,” by rTv Te 
Hon. E. Lyttelton, Head Master of Haileybury College It is Ml of 
useful suggestions and is published by Macmillan 
In answer to H. B.’s query in the May number of the Parent, r’ 
Review, I should say that Miss Heerwarts little book "Music for the 
Kindergarten,” published by Boosey, would be very suitable 
I wonder could the Rev. W. Danks who wrote such a practically 
useful article in the Parents' Review , Vol. i on - Religious Instruction ” 
or the Ven-Archdeacon Blunt who wrote in the same Vol., or perhaps 
Mrs. Hart-Davis, kindly suggest a book which would be a help to 
Mothers in mapping out the daily short Bible lessons and talks for 
children under ten. There are so many books of the kind written 
but they are mostly too rambling, and do not seem to dwell enough 
on the subjects we wish to impress. Abbot’s “Bible Lessons” are 
not simple enough, and I think take in too many subjects. Is there 
any really good book to be heard of, following the New Testament 
and dwelling on Christ’s life and example, taking a few verses daily, 
and with suggestions for dwelling on and impressing the specially 
life-giving thoughts? 

1 may mention that my boy of six years — a wild lively child, is very 
fond of asking wistful questions when he comes to me for his prayers 
at night — The subjects which seem to puzzle him constantly are the 
Creation and Eternity. I try to show him that the comprehension of 
these subjects is far beyond our small and finite reason that it is 
enough for us to know that God created the world — and that we see 
•the Laws of the Lawgiver in everything, but as he constantly returns 
to the subject it is difficult to satisfy him. 

J. H. 


